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A tiger, on the hunt for animals to eat, caught a fox.

“You cannot be so bold as to eat me,” said the fox. “| am sent by the heavenly god
to rule over the animal kingdom. If you eat me, you will be going against the heavenly
mandate. Do you think I am lying? Let me go first and you follow behind. We'll see if
any animal is so brave as not to flee when they see me.”
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The tiger agreed to the plan and went with the fox. All the animals who
saw them fled. The tiger, unaware that he himself was the cause of their
flight, thought they were afraid of the fox.
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A man of the state of Zheng
wanted to buy a pair of shoes. He
measured his foot and put the
measurement on a chair.
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When he set out for the market, he forgot to bring along
the chair. This occurred to him after he had found the pair
he wanted.

“l forgot the measurement,” he said, so he went home to
get it.
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But when he returned, the market
had closed. He did not get his shoes
after all.

“Why didn’t you try on the shoes
with your feet?” he was asked.

“I'd rather trust the measurement
than trust myself.”
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A man who lived by the sea loved seagulls. Every
morning at daybreak, he would go to the seaside and
play with the gulls. Hundreds of gulls would come to
him and not fly away.

His father said, “l heard that seagulls like to play
with you. Catch a few for me so that | can play with
them too.”
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The next morning when he went to the seaside,
the seagulls danced about in the skies, but none
came down to him.
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Lord Ye, styled Zigao, was fond of dragons. He had
dress ornaments and wine cups with the pattern of
dragons, and all the carvings in the rooms of his house
were in the shape of dragons.
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As a result, the real dragon heard about this and came down
to his house. It stuck its head through a window to peek while
trailing its tail in the hall.

X AEZ e, WK LR
HEhHiER, AR LR
BIM 2 HERR, Bk IEE
BaLRE LEMET
TEE.

A nok nk noil mny
PRI 7

1m

T
humll

nk
uom

LN

3uel

i<
iy

ugl

H.

s D

uen

erx 19

1z



Lord Ye saw it and turned to flee with a terrified look on his face, frightened
out of his wits. This man was not fond of dragons. He was only fond of what
looked like dragons but not of the real dragon.

—

oy
H
O
nyz
noz

s
1ys

&=
S R
,Nm§%

1s

RA

P
ny ;

H

Suon)
|

uny
et

i)

1)
=

19
1z

T =
ey
od

J

K

oey

HE # 4f

24z

uo|
nm
1b

G
==
= 0
i Sﬁ i

«
-
-
rd

nm
uenx

MHA—FBRER, ¥, #HITARE TSR, RS,
SEARTTIE. FILLER, HAFAZENERL, ERNRIAATTZ
PBLEGRATRENFAZET .




Just as a clam came out to bask in the sun, a snipe pecked at its
flesh. The clam closed its shell and gripped the snipe’s beak.

“If it does not rain today, and it does not rain tomorrow, you will be
a dead clam,” said the snipe.

“If you cannot free yourself today, and you cannot free yourself
tomorrow, you will be a dead snipe,” replied the clam.

Neither one would give way, and eventually, a fisherman caught
both the clam and the snipe.
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When Confucius was travelling in the eastern part of the country, he came upon two
children hot in argument, so he asked them to tell him what it was all about.

“I think,” said one child, “that the sun is near to us at dawn and far away from us at
noon.”

The other contended that the sun was far away at dawn and nearby at midday.
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“When the sun first appears,” said the first child, “it is as big as the canopy of a
carriage, but at noon, it is only the size of a plate or a bowl. Well, isn’t it true that
objects far away look smaller while those nearby look bigger?”

“When the sun comes out,” pointed out the other child, “it is very cool, but at
midday, it is as hot as putting your hand in boiling water. Well, isn’t it true that what
is nearer to us is hotter and what is farther away is cooler?”

Confucius was unable to settle the matter for them.

The two children laughed at him, “Who says you are a learned man?”
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A man of the state of Chu had a spear
and a shield for sale.

He was loud in praises of his shield.

“My shield is so strong that nothing can

pierce it through.”

He also sang praises of his spear. “My

spear is so strong that it can pierce
through anything.”

“What would happen,” he was asked, “if
your spear is used to pierce your shield?”

He was unable to give an answer.

It is impossible for an impenetrable
shield to coexist with a spear that finds
nothing impenetrable.
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Once upon a time, a skilled archer named Geng Lei and the King of Wei were
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standing at the foot of a tall tower. Lifting their heads, they saw birds flying in the sky.

“Sire, | can bring down a bird for you by using a bow with no arrow,” Geng Lei said to

the Kking.

“Can the skills of archery achieve such a marvelous thing?” asked the king.

“Yes, sire,” replied Geng Lei.

After a little while, a wild goose appeared from the east. Geng Lei merely drew his

empty bow and brought down the bird.
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“How are you so skilled at archery?” asked the king. BMEUL:  “T, BTETRYBIARTELUXE) X FhFEEN]?”

“This is a wounded bird,” said Geng Lei. B “XEREIMZESHR.”

“How did you know that?” asked the king. MEiR: “SERELFEE?”
o BREER: b VBB ABIOEEE CENEE.
. y bee : ' y . =885, BUIERNRRE, SEEERERKT. 2025 B4
its flock for quite some time. Its old wound had not yet healed, and it was S R ST S o R = g e =
still very frightened. When it heard the bow, it stretched its wings to soar up RIRRDRURE X TEISZNAEES, BHENAEESLE, &

into the sky. That affect the wound and caused it to fall.” 1’73&1?%%?5& 7.7
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Have you not heard of

the frog that lived in the 5 = =
shallow well?

- e AL < :

[t said to the turtle that 2 K= = s

lived in the East Sea, “l am M= Y A

so happy! When | go out, | b =

jump about on the railing
beside the mouth of the
well.
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“When | come home, | rest in the holes of the broken wall of the well. When |
jump into the water, it comes up to my armpits and holds up my cheeks. When |
walk in the mud, it covers up my feet. | look around at the wriggly worms, crabs,
and tadpoles, and none of them can compare to me.
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“Moreover, | am lord of this trough of
water, and | stand up tall in this shallow
well. My happiness is full. My dear sir,

why don’t you come often and look “BRFimbg—ine /K, BE—0XFH
around my place?” IR, KRB T R EAT

BERTRHAEEEE?”



Before the turtle of the East Sea could get its left foot in the well, its right knee got
stuck. It hesitated and retreated. The turtle told the frog about the East Sea, “Even
a distance of a thousand /i cannot give you an idea of the sea’s width; even a height
of a thousand ren cannot give you an idea of its depth. In the time of King Yu of the
Xia dynasty, there were floods nine years out of ten, but the water in the sea did not
increase. In the time of King Tang of the Shang dynasty, there were droughts seven
years out of eight, but the water in the sea did not decrease. The sea does not change
along with the passage of time, and its level does not rise or fall according to the
amount of rain that falls. The greatest happiness is to live in the East Sea.”
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After listening to these words,
the frog of the shallow well was
shocked into realization of his own
insignificance and became very ill
at ease.

RHZEEN T X—FE, RERR, SERTHPTHE.
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